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Local No:

Year Constructed: 1884

Architect(s): Mayers, Robert R.; Vinal, Arthur Hoard
Architectural Style(s): Romanesque Revival

Use(s): College or University; Public School
Significance: Architecture; Education

Area(s):

Designation(s):
Building Materials(s): Wall: Brick; Granite; Steel; Stone, Cut

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Tuesday, January 22, 2019 at 4:09: PM


http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

FL LU |BOS.4159
{,OSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Information Form Form No. Areacambridge St,.

)DRESS 24 Blossom St. COR. Parkman St.

Sleeper Hall Winchell School

present original
‘!gp No. 26N=12E " SUB AREA Cambridge St.
&ATE 188L-1885 Damrell, p. 60
j source

RCHITECT Arthur H. Vinal " "

) source
» —
u BUILDER___ R.R. Mayers " &
source
OWNER City of Boston Massachusetts General Hospite
original present
PHOTOGRAPHS 3 1/1 %87

TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten  apt.
(@on-residential) School of Nursing

NO. OF STORIES (1st to cornice) 3 plus on a raised basement

0F flat cupola . dormers

%gMATERIALS (Frame) clapSoards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl
{Qther) stone_trim concrete iron/alum.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION Three stories on a raised basement, brick, Romanesque Revival in a crucifor
plan. Facade has seven bays, four of which are in a shallow pavillion. Between second and
thrid floors dentil brick cornice with string coursing. Stone cornice with simple molding
below brick parapet. The Richardsonian entrance is arched and appears altered, with a deeply
recessed double wood and glass door. Windows have flat granite lintels and sills all redone

on first and second floors. Below windows ae= on first-and second floor ayrs d coragsve
EXTERIOR ALTERATION minor moderate drasticentrance altered i

CONDITION good fair poor LOT AREA 14,465 sq. feet

— NOTEWORTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS

N SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse) , ;
thk”“°J54 Sleeper Hall, owned by Massachusetts General Hospital

T and used as a nursing school was originally an
elementary school for the children of the West End.
It remained a school through the 1950s urban renewal
Blossom when it was bought by MGH in 1963. Since then it has
beenn the School of Nursing. "
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Moved; date if known

&m\;

Themes (check as many as applicable)
Aboriginal Conservation "Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication ' Military humanitarian
Community/ Political Transportation

development

Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context)

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's
records, early maps, etc.)

Damrell, Charles Stanhope. A Half Century ofABOSton Buildings, Louis P. Hager,
Boston, 1895

Gans, Herbert. The Urban Villacers, Free Press, New York, 1962, pv. 147, picture




Form No. Ar§§3§éﬁg¥id

BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Continuation Sheet >
Building Information Form Street

ADDRESS 24 Blossom Street

NAME Sleeper Hall

orick panels with geometric designs using raised and recessed brick ends.
An arched, recessed, entrance is on the side elevation (Parkman Street).
There are three exterior metal enclosed staircases in corners formed by the

cruciform shape.
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FOR MHC USE ONLY : -
Original (pink) form to CLG file R
One copy to the following: o )
| Eligibility file oo L,
Inventory form L
Town file (with correspondence) O S R
MACRIS Coordinator '

National Register Director

| Community: | West End, Boston ]

CLG OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER

Date Received: | 3/14/05 | Date Due: | | Date Reviewed: | 5/5/05
Type: Individual | Yes/No  [E¥8 District (attach map indicating boundaries) | Yes/No

Property Name | Winchell Elementary School | MHC Inv Form #: | BOS.4159
Prop. Address | 24 Blossom Street, Boston.

Action | Honor | Yes/No i Grant | Yes/No

CLGC initiated Other:
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES DISTRICTS
Eligible Yes Eligible Yes/No
Eligible, also in a district No Ineligible Yes/No
Eligible only in a district No More Information Needed Yes/No
Ineligible No
More Information Needed No
CRITERIA: A-Yes | B-No | C-Yes | D-No
LEVEL: Local-Yes | State-No | National-No

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by: Roysin Billett — Architectural Historian, Boston Landmarks
Commission

(Refer to criteria cited above in statement of significance. If more information is needed, use space to describe what is
needed to finish eligibility opinion)

The former Winchell Elementary School located in Boston’s West End was one of roughly a dozen buildings to survive the
destruction of the urban renewal program that leveled the vast majority of the neighborhood in the 1950s. It stands today as
the only remaining school building that served the children of the West End. It is also stands as a fine example of
Romanesque Revival architecture by one of Boston’s leading designers, Arthur H. Vinal. For its associations with the old
West End and with its designer, Arthur H. Vinal, the former Winchell Elementary School meets criteria A and C of the
National Register with significance at the local level.

Constructed in 1884-1885 in the Romanesque Revival style after the designs of prominent local architect, Arthur H. Vinal,
the Winchell school was originally two stories with a pitched roof. The addition of the third story followed in 1907. The
footprint of the building roughly follows a cruciform plan which originally contained six classrooms on each floor.
Constructed of brick with brownstone trim, its dominant decorative features include raised brick panels between the first and
second story fenestration and recessed arched entries on the Blossom and Parkman street facades. “Winchell School,” is
etched into brownstone on the Blossom Street fagade, serving as a reminder in a heavily redeveloped area of the former
character of the neighborhood. The building is presently in fair condition with its character-defining features intact.
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Arthur Vinal (1854-1912) served as Boston’s City Architect from 1884-1888, during which time he designed the Winchell
School. He is celebrated for his work in the Romanesque Revival style. In Boston, he designed the High Service Pump
Station of the Chestnut Hill Waterworks, Ladder 15 Engine 33 Firehouse at 943-951 Boylston Street, the Robert Brigham
Hospital, Boston City Hospital Nurses Dormitory at Harrison and East Springfield streets, as well as many houses on Bay
State Road and Commonwealth Avenue. His designs extend across Massachusetts and into Maine.

The Winchell School remained an elementary school until 1960 when it was closed. Mass General Hospital purchased the
‘building in 1963, renamed it Sleeper hall, and used it as a school for nursing. By 1985 the building served a variety of*
functions offering office, classroom, conference, and physical therapy space, as well as housing a library. It continues to
function in these capacities today.

Use reverse side if necessary

MHC STAFF OPINION
Date Received: | /A=y /O, 22005 | Date Reviewed: ]M“y /15, RODL
Opinion: Concur Disagree 7 ]| More Information Needed

Use Reverse for Comments




